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securely established. The resentment of Gaea led her to pro-
duce with Tartarus, Jier youngest and most powerful son, the
giant Typhoeus, a monster with a hundred fire-breathing dragons'
heads* whom she sent to overthrow the dominion of Zeus.
A great battle took place, which shook heaven and earth. Zeus,
by means of his never-ceasing thunderbolts, at length overcame
Typhoeus, and cast him into Tartarus, or, according to later writers
(Pindar and Yirgil), buried him beneath Mount j^Etna In Sicily,
whence at times he still breathes out fire and flames toward heaven.

Some poets tell of another rebellion, that of the Giants, against
the dominion of Zeus. These are said to have sprung from the
drops of blood which fell on the earth from, the mutilated body of
Uranus. From the plains of Phlegra, in Thessaly, they sought
to storm Olympus by piling Pelion on Ossa. But after a bloody
battle, in which all the gods took part, the two were conquered,
and sent to share the fate of the vanquished Titans. The dominion
of Zeus was now securely established, and no hostile attack ever
after disturbed the peaceful ease of the inhabitants of Olympus.

The early history oi Zeus, as well as his contests for the empire of the
universe, commonly called the Giganto-machia, was a favourite subject
with Greek art. In
the more ancient
of these works the
Giants do not dif-
fer, either in form
or appearance,
from the Gods and
Heroes. In later
works they are re-
presented with the
bodies of dragons,
only the upper
portion of the body
being human.
They appear thus
on the celebrated
cameo of the
Naples Museum,
where Zeus, in his chariot drawn by four fiery horses, is in the act of
charging them (Fig. 2).

